THE INSANE.

TIE NEW-YORK STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM.
[FROM OUK OWN CORRESFONDENT.]

Urica, N. Y., Dee. 51.—Abont a mile from Utica,
and on a plot of over 100 acres of ground is the
prinofpul asylum for the State of New-York. It has
a front of B30 feet, with two wings at right angles
each ‘of about the same extent, and o part is four
andthe other three stories high. The view is mag-
nificent. In the rear are structures in which the
varioiis indnsiries are earried on: there are steam
engines which pnmp water, which operate n huge
fun for seenring forced ventilation in every part of
the Asylnm—which farnishes power for the kitchen,
wash room, and lsondry: there are barns and shopa,
and,in short, whateverisrequired for the comfort and
convenience of such a pnblic mstitution.

This Asylum was opened in 1845, under the superin-
tendeney of Dr. Amariah Brighun, who had been
having tharge of the Insane Asylum ot Hartford,
Conn: Dr. Brigham must be considered one of the
founders of the new system for treating the Insane,

and to his habits of thorongh investigation are due
the successive steps by which this system wis es-
tablished. To a grest extent he wis o sell-made
man, as be received little assistance from schools or
instructors; still he was o diligent stndent: and
after he entered upon the practioe of medicine he
was in the habit of taking to the bedside & book
that bhe might have all the assistance possible in
treating disease. Coming to Utiea, he entered upon
his duties with great energy; he discovered many
new facts and Lelped establish new meihods. 1n
addition to the eareof the patients he commenced
the publication of The American Journal of Imsanity,
which is still contmued, snd which is of great value
not only to physiciuns and legisiators, but to all
others who seck w reallylconstitutes a liberal edu-
cation. Dr. Brigham died 'in 18, Iis successor
was Dr. N. D. Benedict, who resigned in 1854, when
Dr. J. P. Gray was appointed, and ho is pow ncting,
Haviug visited this institution that the readers of
Tur TRineSE might know how it is managed, and
boving stated to hr. Gray this object, he ex reased
great willingoess to show me throngh every depart-
mend, and although be had recently been so disabled
by an accident as to be_obliged to use crutehes, he
himseH condneted me throngh all the wards devoted
Usunlly, visitors are shown only’ the
convalescent wards of the two sexes, where but fow
evidences of insanity are apparent. The patients
are neatly dressed, and the rooms correspond to par-
lors and parlor-bedrooms. To the wards where the
excited, demonted, spd wretched patienfs are con-
fined they will not be admitted. This general rule
has been established for the reason that there are
crowds of peonle in this world who desire unu[le to
pee sights,  Many are impertinent and they do not
seek, nor are they capablo of receiving, instruction.
Besides, to take such as apply through all the wards
would be fujurions to the patients, and double the
number of officers wonld be required. But county
officers, members of the Legislature, of the press,
and professional men, are shown throngh gll the
wards: also, personsof standingand intelligence, who
gcek to be informed on subjects of vital interest to
Lhumanity, and who have no desire to gratify idle
curiosity. To s sensative and reflecting person it
can be a privilege ouly in view of the knowledge to
be nequired, for aside from this and in consideration
of the great number of patients there will e sights
which no refined and well-disposed person will wish
to see. Formerly, in England, where the insane
were treated worst, and where they were flogged
upon the recurrence of periods of great montr\f de-
rangement, they ,were exhibited to the publie for
money.
The males and females ocenpy separate wings Dr,
Gray said that & properly arranged nasylom wonld
have still greater soparation; that instead of inolos-
ing and oprmluo winga, the bnilding shonld extend
in a straight Jine, or better still there should be two
separate Luildings, each iuclosed by itsclt, and this
18 not in consideration of the men alone. ‘e en-
tered by common-looking doors into well-lighted
bulls, with rooms on either side, all well farnished
aud kept in complete order. The ventilation is so
perfact that no odor was detected,  There are 12
waurds for each sex. and in each ward are pliced pa-
tionts of like condition, which classification is of the
utmost importance. Bowe rooms contain each one
bed; other rooms have each two or more beds.  Sui-
cide is prevented by having at least two lodge in a
room. Belf-murder is never commicted except in
golitude. Of two suicidal patients each thinks that
he has sufficient reason for committing the act, but
that his companion has not, and they watch each
other to prevent it. The first thing to ascerian re-
garding & new patient is whether he is inclived to
sticide. A prominent object on entenng was & fine
model of a ship, made by an inmate who had been a
. wmailor, complete In proportion and in all its details,
After Tecovery he sttempted to make another, but
was unable, even after many attempts. This is one
of those cases of insanity where the mind is coneen-
trated upon one obj and more is accomplished
than in a sane condition. Even in what is called
health there are corresponding conditions. One who
was in sonnd body came upand borrowed the doctor’s
crutches, and he started oft throngh the hall with
one leg doubled up, while he twisted hiy face and
body as if he was in the most excruciating pain. One
had made a knife out of a little piece of tin, with
which he cut the buttens off everybody's coat, and
he showed 800 of them to his friends, saying he had
made so many dollars while there in speculation.
Another who looked like a country justice of the
peacs, said: “There are two bouse tlies on the eugine
which rons this establishment; e who bath ears to
hear let Liim weep.” One became insane from hav-
ing had the ague, and he was 1 great trouble be-
cnuse the Government was going to war with En-
gland when many people will be killed. In a room,
among # crowd of eurions loocking folks, was one who
had ent his throat on scconnt of trouble with his
family; after being admitted he attemptod to tear the
wound open: but when he saw so much paius taken to
heal him he became interested in bimselt and he for-

to the men.
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said of the effects of nlmost any other dim Thers
werb sompe girls, perliaps recently admitted, and they
were such girls s daily go 1o good schools, whoss
lungnage was also shocking. He who lins not lenrmed
that there is o time for o silent tongne and a blinded
eve, hus mnch to learn of mankind and of himself,
For the thousandth time & thin, fragile, and most
penceable woman called the physivian to her sule,
and said, (and he bad previously ropeated what sho
would say,r* 1 want yon 1o talce me and cut me into
inch piecea and patme in the engino fornace that [
may die, for I can die in no other way, nor ean fiv
ther” As she said this, the lines of her I
clused straight, like the lines of the mouth of o

As wo walked away, the pbysician aaid: “Inall my
experience 1 have seen no Luman being whose soffor-
ing equals ber's.” There was the wife of a minister,
edneated and accomplished, sunken and lost,

Then we came smnurthe domented. One bright-
looking young woman lay in her raom on a clean white
Ded, and as we went and came she called jpaily, but no
attention was paid to her. She was so smart and so
wickod that she made distnrbance wherever sho was
placed, Rhe delighted in writing letters and dropping
them from the window. As a Inst resort, she was
bronght among the demented, and_since they would
not speak to ber nor conld understand e, ehe
had goue to bed, and thers she lay like a lily,
Crouching in corners, sitting idly and speechless, an
only looking with round eycs, were these poor crea-
taris, Two sat togother and Tooked up with eres 80
strange ns to seem preternaturally bri ht ; their com=
plexion was not stained, their walth seemed good,
aud though their gnrments were course and ofa
faded color, and their hair was out short, they in
some respocts resembled the loved young wives @
bappy husbands, and who perhaps nught haye been
mothers only once, but now, they require the care
which a mother bestows. ‘There is o general collnpee
and Im-u':nlt.ing douiu r}-‘f musceles snll perves, and the
cofin and graye clothes arve reacy. |

There are in this institution nbout 000 patients.
The vumber in any asylum where treatment is to ho
anceessful should not he much ahove S0 for then the
shvsician can study every case. There should be asy-
lumn in other partsof theState, each for the treptment
of this nnmber, Great injury results from bringing
patients a long distance, for soma die u

lnm their ar-
rival, and others a short time afterward.

The cures
are only about 48 in 100 cases, But in the County of
Onaids, where the Asylum is located, more than &0
in 100 cases are cured, and in somo years all.
they have immediate eare,

This is bocause
and  Dbecause the discase is Dot aguinvated
by the distractions of travel. When the dis-

tance is great, friends delay as long a8 possible, aud
every day's delay prolongs the eure. When the num-
ber in one institution is so Jarge, classification 1s
more difficult, details must give way to gineralities,
and amnsement and oceupation will be more or less
neglected, Tho attendants in the Utiea Asylum ap-
poared faithfol, but there are hmita fo hunman
endeavors, and the knowledge of the chief physicians
soemed to me remarkably broad and acnte,  Tho
chief obstacles seem to fiu in the great number of
chronie and inenrable insane. They overtlow inone

vlums, and they crowd onr conntry poor-houses,
where recovery is impossible, while many are among
their friends. ~The truth is simply tns, A sufficient
number of asyloms best fitted to heal the insane
should be established, and so located that every
recent case conld be treated at once, and then, s
then only, wiil this large class of incurablcs censo to
exist. This applies to the future, not to the vresent,
and it is maniiest that, if only cconomy is to be con-
sidered, this plan is preferable.

This Asylum needs 1,000 pictores for as many a8
o wards. Only those for conyvalesoonts are supplied.
Much good can be done by baving pictures which
will present pleasing scenes of domestic and rural
life, of cities, rivers, and monntaine, of the selling
sun, of the moon strnaeling throngh elonds, of ships
at sea, of flowers and of birds, thut the mind may be
called from gloomy thouehts, when natnre with her
marvelous !-f:lll will eommence her work of eure,
That cures are oftected by the help of such means
there is no doubt. Theadies of New-York City, of
Albany, Rochester, Bulfa]-n, and other places should
organize, a8 was done in Philadelphis, to solicit con-
tributions to this end, and no gentleman of their
acquaintanee will refase. There are other needa

There should be portable cabiunets of curiosities of
various kinds, ore 18 only one piano, and there
ghonld be a8 many 4s ten instroments, either pinnos,

melodeons, or cabinet organs. The sl whileh
music would do can scarcoly be estimated. The Log-
jslature 18 not likely to make appropriations, and it
will depend upon the ladies of the great Stute of
New-York thut this noble charity shall not ho defi-
cient in any means which their gracious efforts cun
snrply.

1 & long conversation with Dr. Gray, the methods
of cure and the canscs of msanity were consideraid,
The whole subject 18 new to science, and it suems
surprising that it does not form s Yurt of & medieal
edneation. The first step assnmed in treating & pa-
ticnt is that e is eapable of self-control, and that he
is n responsible being. Not to do this is to abandon
diseipline and to be duprived of the nieans of arcur-
ing good behavior and self-rospect. It is, therefore,
& vonstant aim fo urge the enltivation of self-con-
trol, of self-raspect, of respect for others, and for the
proprieties of life. With a little encouragement the
great majority are nearly as able to control their pns-
srons and emotions us are pﬂ.Tle ineommon life, Pa-
tients differ aceording to pecnlinr forms of thomalady
and their previons training, but in only a very few is
the moral sense blotted out. It is when the means
for assisting self-control have been delayed that the
insane eendition progresses into dementin or imbecil-
ity. In most cases, periods of frenzy are sneceeded
by periods of comparative serenity. but s recollec-
tion of the frenzy romuing. Then a kind guardian
will urgoe the adoption of anch a course as will pre-
vent a return of the frenzy, Where the methods are
made & gtndy, and where cwrrying them out is the
Lusiness of life, the attainment is not difficnlt.  Bnt
there is o class of putients guite the reverse. They
may first bo noticed in cornmon hife, being mean, self-
ish, hypoeritical, and with little self-control, und the
trausition into insanity seems a natural one. Often
they are not anprfrfecf to be insano until they com-
mit some act which reveals their true condition,
when they become inghtful exageerniions of their
former selves. In the Asylum they exhibit great

mental activity, connected with incoherence and

got his tronbles.  When we went into another wa
a man commenced immediately to take of his
clothes, sud he worked at all bis garmentsat once, as
though he thought he was doing ns & great service; |
but & few words put him in apother frame of mind. |
This is o little trick many of them undertake ns
thongh it was set down among the duties of the

aee, Another like character, not willing to obey,

ad on band-cuffs. Woe saw one idiot, who, during
the war_hiad been made a volunteer, that his rels-
tions might get his bounty money.

The demented were sorrowful sights. Bome showed
guch s relaxation of musecles that their heads bent
over like drooping plunts. There are many of this
class through the State, mostly in Poor Honses,
Those in the exeited wards wero as notive oa kittens,
and they bhovered sround and behind us, and, if
poticed, they skipped bnek, There wero tonches on
one's coat and pocket-lids, and brushes, aud whisks,
and flittings, but no vielence waa oflered.

In our walks we came to adining-room, where over
40 were seated at o tuble, and the order and bebavior
were nnexceptionable. 1 was pointed to ons man
who had been chained at home, the terror of his wifs
and little ehildren, and he sat at the table as quietly
asany. 1 was pointed to snother who once held an
important State office, and in this position he had
power to help the Asylum often, and he never refused.

When the building of this Asylam was commenced
it was under the direction of men who had little idea
of the new treatment, and 40 strong cells were con-
strueted in the basement. They were soon disused,
and the whole range devoted to other pnrposes; but
one ccll remains unchanged. It islike a prison cell,
and has a loop-hole six inches square through which
the sentinel could watch the prisoner. I saw several
bedsteads, or cots, made like a_crate with a lid of
slats, which closes down upon the patient and locks.
These are for the confinement of the restless and
violeut, that they may sléep. During “kinﬁ honrs
the hands of the violent are confiued in & leather
wufl fastened at the wrists by clasps.

In entering the wards for fetales, we came first to
the convalescent ward, where everything was ex-
ceedingly neat, and whers the ladies, to & great ex-
tent, generally were well dressed, and they presented
few signs of insanity. Btill, the passed a8
patients through the various wards, and many had
arisen from tho lowest depths. One said : * Now, do
you not think I am able to go home; I am eertain it
would do me good. and I want to ses my children.
Can't I go 17 *“ Well, not now, but you are improv-
ing very fast, and you shall gesoon” *Then, I sup-
pose, 1 ean go this week, say on Thursday, can't 117
* No, 1 don't think you will be fully restored bLefore
March.” *March, ch!™ Then thére were otherswho
wanted to go. One came between us and said:
 Plaase excuse me, but did you get a letter from my
busband 17 Another said she had rather stay longer
there, if really uccessary, so that she could be sure of
being well, In going from ward to wanl wo eame at
last to where the cases were acute. As the door
opened we heard violent eries, some wero sinying.
gome &at in chairs, with their handsin the leather
mifls, aud otbers gat on the floor, along the wall,
At the epd of theball sat 8 young woman, who had
ust como out of & paroxysm, du n%whlch sho had

n in the highest degree violent, Ehe was wﬂbjTt
to such fits at mainly regular periods, and during the
intervals she is sane, and of great assistance to tho
atmdmn and no one can bo more amiable, She is
forewamed when the fits ate at hand, and prepars-
tion is made as much as for a_journey, or an impor-
tant event. An undergarment nwua; correspond-
ing to one which is worn by men, She asked the
doctor if_her mufl could not be taken off, for she
w " Yes, take it off, for she always
keeps ber word.”. As we walked nway, it wos asked
if uwtllnalmmllmﬁtul “No, there is no

BoRSih Nair turulng to iron gray, a determined and
grave v _ the ball.” ¥or years slie las
ey S XA
each pf her childeen & vast An«hr:ud”“:ru

a great

still more violent. Bome were on the v
im ' in a coarse,
that #o far from

. muffed, and
M‘d D Sotad ot b Jokorton. . Thece ssemmed
proms | tﬁu& anoth a&dhlﬁ condi-
sl ©

rd | moral perversion, while they ars suliset to alternnte

conditions, neither of which is infinenced by the
will or any u_ﬂrronn_diﬁp circnmstances,  Usnally
their case terminates in dementin. A universal char-
scteristic of insanity is the conscionsness of the pa-
tient that o himself exaggerates his condition. A
natursl treatment would ﬁ.m corpornl pnuisimmul.
and this was the treatment in the Enghsh mad-
houses, but it was a total failure, becanso theve waus
no }nl\;mdiptinu into the primary cause of this exag-
geration,

Civilization adds to the number of the canses of
insanity, but the prospect is not alarming, for unles
there are changes vivilization cannot be purpetuated.
There is an increase of insanity among the commnon
people, because having inherited mental aetivity
they are without eultivation to e it. There 18
an increase of insanity among educated people, be-
canss having inherited muscular and nervons ae-
tivity they are withont {:hrn‘lml culture to support
it. In both cases the brain becomes weak. g“grn-
tality increases as civilization pro Lut it can
be sustained in no other way than by uniting labor
ond mental culture, Another well-estublishied cause
is in forcing children to en in studies beyond
their capacity, for, at the best, the brain is weak-
ened and it never can acquire full strength. To au-
other cause, which bas heen so often named that it
is not necessary to repeat it, another is now added,
and it isindicated by the decrease in population in
those places where culture, woalth, and fasbion sug-

est and furnish the moans for avoiding responsi-

ility. Insanity is marked by unmistakable symp-
toms, smong which are lines of livid, purple, and
white along the lips, n peculiar condition of the

pil of the eye, and when accompanied with epi-

psy, by the color of the hands. These symptoins
are 8o marked that feignoed ]uumlr can be vasil
detected. Btill, while the dividing line is a decid
one, it is like the line of ariver onamap which
sends afliuents into the territory upon each side.

Recontly, new facts, with refereuce to insanity,
hnje:teien d:go:hve{;‘t:i by n&oal:a 01’ mi;.ro;mple X"
aminations of the brain, and the cells of this organ,
wholly invisible to the unaided eye, have been ‘Eﬁg—
1ls become fillec

tographed. It scems that these ce
with con 1 blood, and to the extent that thisis
the case there is corresponding dementin. Thus far,

all testimony is unanimons that insamty has its
origin in bodily discase, and not in the mind itself,
and it is declared tha4 this is susceptible of the
clenrest demonstration. No more important dis-
covery has man ever made, and it is clearly doe to
the establishment of insune asylums. For we liave
thus proposition: the mind has & sepatate existence,
and » seif-noting nuture ; nor is it o chemiecal product
of the brain, nor of any of its fanctions: hence, ex-
cept in appearance, the mind never ean bacoms in-
sane. We conclude, then, that after the stars ghall
huve faded, the sun grown dim, and even naturs has
sunk, burdened with years, the mind will tlourish in
imostal youth. NoCoM,

THE RELIC OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

To the Editor of The Iribune.

8i: In to-day’s issue you reprint a letter of
Frauklin's, frow The Chicago Eeening Journal, whigl it
s elatmad now first meots tite publie oyn. Thoe letterin
n characteristie one, and not easily forgotten If ones
Wilh attention. 1 read this fetier niore tnnnmtg

ears ago, in & London eition of'the * Life and works of

r. Benjumwin Frauklin,” of the date of 1835, Tle
book was then mine, but has sines passed from wy
session, and I have no doubt but scwe of our publio
Ry I L TR
the of a‘n u'r Saonkiod & !

BUNE; and been Iﬂd:l;:):

roun
the press, presenting o f unin
auce with il the memorialy of O:I :I‘:l?;:hq “ﬁr. v
Now-¥ark, Feb, 11, 1869, ) Daxw, K, Lroor,
L e — e

GOVERNMENT BOXDS FOR PACIFIC RATLROADS,
Te (he .lsf“ar of The Tribune,

Bir : Asit is your business to know all facts,
you are sware, of course, that the Government bonds
ssued for Pacific Ralroads do not go Into the roads ex-
cept for »o miuch of the avalls as the porporitors (hink:
pocossary ; the rest is divided among them s ewrrent,|

the
| now oD “?Ei

1 R (F \T *
IETTERS FROM THE PTOPLE.
| e efli——
OUR COLORED POOR.
To bthe Hditor of The Tribune

Sm: During o year's experienee in mission-
ary Jabors ameng the colored poor of this clty, I have
gatherod some interesting tacts in relation to their condi-
tion and needs, not understood by the benevolent publie;
and [ liave mm.ﬂd by some of my co-workers, to
prepare a statement of theso tacta for your journal, and
policit you to lay them before your readers,

Beaide the ordinary causes of poverty and sufforing
which they share in common witl others, thero are other
causes which affecs thewm exelusively.

Fust: The condition of slavery fn which they or thelr
parents were held, and when frecd, loft penniless, Many
of {hose emancipated in' this Btate 0 yoars
ago, laboring under tho disadvantage of being
withous  trades, busipess, or capital, and ecom-
pelled  to  meet the rivalry of =n overwhelmlong
toreign elemont in the labor market, iave boen unable to
securo steady employmens by which to rales themse | ves or
families above extreme poverty, and when slekness or re
yerses come they sufler for the uecosaariss of life. Agaln,
thay are shut out by prejudice from the privilege, In com-
mon with othors, of learning trudes, and thus to secure
remunerative employment, except very recently. Iu o
tow individual cases females have been taken to learn, and
atterward been employed. This same prejudice excludes
{hem from tho employ of many firma and fam-
fllos, becanse mixed help will disagree, and
the dominant forelgn olomens prevale.  This
fuot keeps hundreds of them wholly dependent
on *cateh Jobs™ tha year {aronnd, by which means they
ean barely earn enongh to keep soul anil body together—
especially where there are soveral children too small to
oarn a Uving (I will wot eay too small w work, for these
litt1o ones are taught to work from four years old and up-
ward, and many a girl or boy will exhibit o judgwent and
propriety in dolng honsework, ab olght or nine years of
age, which would put to blush the "awkwardness of a
greenlorn ot 20 or 28), and then, when work stops, or
slckness comes, they all suffer together. Nothing coming
in to pay rent, they are orderad out by *“the agent,” go in
with snme sequaintance (I have eeen three famillen thus
erowded into oue room), or take a bed-room of some poor
neighbor, some six foot by 10 or 13, for s family of four
to sevon persous. They will have one jmeal por ilay or
two—pawn the Jest dress, cont, or pair of shoes, to pay
the rent of that Jittle room, lest they all be turped out
together, with nolshelter from the cold or stori.

Others there are,who have lived as servants w here they
had good living, and jwhen work 18 good, they foollshly
think—having never learned botter—that as they earn
their money, and have a right to apetid 1t ad they please,
that they eon live a8 well nd when In the rich mwan's
house—indulgo in gomd livice til work stops, and then
they are in wunt. Some who visit the poor to relieve
want. and know this to bo true of & given fautly, are dis
posed to withhiold relief and aymapatity on aceouut of this
improvidence, while, perhapa, they vislt a eertain olass
of foreiguers, who speud ull they get for Liquor, aud live
in Ailth and squaler, are met fwith vivild doscriptions of
thelr suflerings and clamorous detuands, or pathetie ap-
peuls for relicl’; their sympathics are move A, and Lelp 18
chearfully gleen, whils the sober, tidy colored Ametican
wornan 18 Jeft to suffer the pouscquences of her improvi-
denee, Again, our puslic charities do not meet the wants
of this people s they do thoss of othera, Thisisa faet
which soise will deny, othars explaln sway, and others
chiuteo upon the colored people themscives, But s Iam
not preferring chnrges, or conrting froltlesd controversy,
1 will waive particulars and give gonerul facta.

The outdoor poer are expected to share with the
whites in the provision wade for this class, Lut their
share in this department 1a just about like their share In
the labor market, and the hardships, and the eruel, mer-
ciless rivaley they often exporionee, luduce them to suf
fer alimost (anything betore exposing thems clves to It
agoin, and they ure a wost unoomplaluing people.

¥or the benefit of the sick and panpers, thers I the
Colored Home In Bixty-fifilest; but, sceoidisg to ther
last annual report, the means ot their dwposal is so far
below the demand, that they cannot provide as they
ought for these under thelr cave,

In the missionary department they fare somewliat bet-
ter. for they are visited pqually by the mesionnries, and
recetve sympathy andfouslderation from them ; but tho
smal! assistanes whichithey can give for tempurnl walts
ia pothing to be counted on gencrally,

In the prosecution of our labors, we Lave funud severnl
clnsara of suflerers for whose relief o provision |8 madle,
The tirst 18 the aged, who have some support, but cannot
got plnces to board where they can bo cowmfortable.
Another elasa i ginall children, whoso mothers go out o
sorvice, and put them to board, where Lhey suffer tervibly
from noglect. Yot another, atd more Loljplesa class, Is
“ the Innoents,” whoss molhers go oul by the day, and
Tsave them with a neighbor, or anether ehlld of tender
years, by which means they exporievce Iundesceibableo
sufferings, for the wanl of proper care.

Another erying want of this peoplo I8 a temporary shel-
ter for respactablo fomales, who are sometimes cut ol
employment, anid wha could often pay some board,

The eanses of the difienlty in procaring boanl for tho
oliuss above named I fonnd in the fact that aliost every
wotnsn who 18 poor enough te take n boarder at & low
price, and 15 seber and cleanly, is compelled to goowl to
work, gwhici work slie could not glve up for such o
boarder, and when she has no work lus notlung on which
to board one. And those who are at home enongh to
take such a boarder are generally dissipated, ad lve in
wretehed qnarters and hornid localities, unilt for the
Lome of any decent human belng.

Anocther want of these poor Is i free Intolligeace oflice,
where thelr cases would moet with prompt attcution and
cousideration,

But, above all, they need mission rooms for their special
bouefit. It s trun some of them attend the wurd missions
Lot mine cut of ten of these poar have not & decent gur-
ment In whieh to go, and stay at Leme the year round
from the pubilic means of grace. Al the tempora] wants
above named could bhe met, with good mauagvinent,
under oue roof, whers  religions weetings conld alen he
held: and, when onee put In operation, with -a small
snnual outlay, A moderatoslzed houso and ot in a
good locality can now be bought for $10,000 or §13,000
which would answoer our purpose very well at presant.
Aro thers not sume of God's falthiful stewards who hare
asurplua of last year's Inoome which they would be will-
ing to invest safely in this property, and give us the nss
of it, nt least for a time, to enable us to relieve the suffer-
ngs of those helploss oneal Who will lond us a hand in
this work of faith and labor of love1

Muirixpa J. Rousos, Missionary,
No. 260 Spring-at.

———
THE NAVY MEDICAL BERVICE.
To the Edilor of The Tribune.

Srr: Although yonr editorinl on “Quarter-
Deck Privileges* waas true as to the whole spirit of oppo-
gition to the improvement of the medical corps, it was
partly in erroras to the single fuct that medical officers
are oxciuded from the privileges of the guarter-deck
There I8 a portion of the quarter-deck reserved for the
ofieers doing the duty of the ship, and from this sll offl-

cera are, properly, excluded, and sometimos arbitrary
commanders have made this exclusion more ganeral and
offensive than nee . The older lne oMoers of runk
genarally do not hold themselven suporior to soclal
and friendly relations with their wmedieal bretbren;
betwoen those who have long

an  the coutrary,

known each other’s serviee, thers aro  relations
of confding friendship and of sympathy with
tha medical corps, in Ita  efforts to benefit the

pérvice, sud thess gentlemen have the respect of the
wedical corps, and of the wedical profession wb large.
The opposition to mprovement, the whole worry and an-
noynnes to the naval service, cowes cbiefly from those
wWho are new to thelr own rank, exnll It pature, and
wistake ita purpose—are pot sure of It reality unless
they oan huwil u? some one unnocessarily. Theso are
the persons who, for argument agnlust priveiple, substi-
tite valgar and coutemptuous expresslons aguinst indl-
viduals nud professions. 5{;195!- stich the medloal vMeer
no;cla the protection of rank.
‘hat are practically the influences which drive wed|-
enl wen from the nayy 1 They ean be told In few words,
Tho sunoyances of shipboard life are very great. but they
ara shared by all, The line officer, na he progresses and
advanees in yeurs, has thom diminlshod by better apart-
manta, aod mors equal assoelates ; progressive titlos cer-
tify bis progressive service. To the medioal oficer there
18 no change of place. Tho samo crowded apartment ho
oceuples as AN neslstant surgeon he stiil msln sﬂm [
H'" service, and i3 dolug the responsible duly of
sob Burgeon, still living with those whbose youth.
ful habits and tases wore uncopgenial to  his
r»am. This s the gront horrde, and any legis.
atlon which falls to securs the old staff officer better
o ot romedy g GSIAIIOR OViie
b & years, will fall of remedying exlsting ov
Ay Iu.mlmgu which does not lmnw{s tgn u-llenf prinel-

ples Is mere temporary quackery, and wil give no per.
maneut relief, p:m?th- oal nﬂiccr reachen Tﬁta
grade of sargeon, thers (& no medieal title to indicate his

advancing servies and higher dutles. He may b & * sur.

Eri o g o ey ST e SER A e
on afto ore yen s 3

he lins done fm et Babion 8 Nigh vmhm::}

AVY & t generally understood. The
! u"".‘?n_ ‘n rudnkmul. There p,r:
list surgeops who have been more than
ns of war ngnldrunn—who ™

ta of nq ons 'fw“ﬁeh:n::) mgm
egrlrul lm# Irect u?onm. of their mod’.ll;sl force, to
provide for and (isburse the Iarge awonnt of necesary
i , and to superintend two or three hospitals it the
£ et s s A s i
aro commodores i ;

madien! offcer remaing sill the surgnon, with ;
un

are ndmintra

on Flest
mf; have rh
o

ton to show what lis perviees have beew; shd,
Or more yeurs service, the lighest pay ho can resch
llltl[v.' 18 82,800 0 year, uniess Lo lsdolng Auty At sen.

These are certainly not very invitiug rewards for

rmx. o bave perhaps somewbero alluded to chw.
ulb if it has soleseaped My notice, wpuetiully,
New-Haven, Conny, Eolyy ‘ 1960, g ““1’;’.;. r." '

o, able, and honorbly ambitions weheal mon. Al
Bl wie for mnnwl‘r thaw was progrvssivo medical

)

Newo-York, Jun, 29, 1869,

To the Editor of T'he Iribuna.

St : My attention has been called to thereply of
" Neptune,” in Wednesday's Trmuxs, to your editorial
on * Quarter Deck Privileges,” The assumption of “Nep-

tune "' that line afMcers in themselves competent to
Rrrfarm all the duties o :?ielr assochiten of the stafl, I&:
rred to as useleas and supsrnupmerary offfoers, 1s
creditable to any officer of the navy. It wonld scem that
s surgeon who has ‘completed n full oonrse of profes-
glonal training, as completo in tmelf as oy enjoyed hr
line oMcers, might be the equal, aud nok tho “ gubordl-
nate,” of auy offleer of his e in tho servies, [t In
g:-tlfmr toknow thot if ehapiains of the nuvy are to
dismiesed, as “* Neptune” proposes, their ministerinl
duties can be well porformed ll;r officers of the line. We
are told that the lutter aro equal to any emorgency, bus
I think the changs proposed inyolves a preparatory
work of grooe such sa we have Dot known iumnodern
tl|uﬂ.=;nh1dn of Water-st,, or aince the days ;f ‘Ehu

Ag"‘l 3
vorc-York, Jan, 30, 1880,
e ———
THE MYSTERIOUY MURDER.
To the Editor of The Iribune.

Sti: It is he common cant of the day to
apply this phrass to the death of Mr, Rogers, Iait Justy
Is It proper 1 Ts It not & great misnomer of the act? Lot
us oxamline. At about 7o'clock on the mording of Decern-
bar 31, one of the shortest days in tlie vear (the sun not
rielng until 7:24), and a heavy clond at the time necessari-
Iy making more dark the obscurity of night, Mr, Rogers
appears alone in front of his house, engoged In clearing
away the snow. Ie bas the appearance of approaching
age; 19 well dressod; snd has a glitoring wateli-chain
pruminently consplenons on his persoo, which sparkled n
the gloom., Two night kswks—after Al all-niglit's search
for huaty without success, or returning from an sil-oighd
carousal, or from the arms of mnlgwful love, or baving
been turned ong of a station-house, where they had been
reﬂnmml to enjoy the Inxury of o warm fire and a denl
owrd until about this hour—have started out to beg or
steal a breakfast : and having, alao, !md the gnaniian
of the night, and left ehind the oniy lving being ot all
Iikely (o be on the street in snch wenther nud ot such sn
hour, they nre attracted by he bright glitter of tha
wateli-ohaln ; and oun of them, stripplug himself for the
encounter, rushed on the unarmed old man to secure the
prize. The old man reslsts the attack, and fends off with
Al liia akill and power the knife that is brundished in his
tace: and finding that his valuables have been taken, he
slezes that part of the thicl's cont where Lie saw them
and in Uie struggle that then ensued (he for the

f the cont poeket and the thief to get away)
thia it wny be aeen that

Maced,
ks asion o
Lo fatul cut In glven. From all
the thief exhibited the knife only for intimldation, but
fluding Klaway obstrietad ho used 1§ to secure his escane.
No tioise wis ninde snftictens to eall to the window even
the pextdoer neighbors ; und the thief, Andiog bhe had
effectively uaed his kuife, did not tarcy Lo recover the
pooty losf, But hastly left the streot to secure Iin sufery,
evidently as mueh alarmed as was Mr. Kogers himself,
Now, this s tho case nsltoccurred, What mystery is
thhore a eity In the world where every one
of thess Incidents may not have taken place, at such »
ttmie beforu suntise, in a dense, eloudy atinosphere, in
woither as inelemout, and where peopls were bot yet
astit on the streetal  1f \bere is sueh a elty, lot us kuoow
whea It tony be fouml, in opder thal (s Aystein of protee-
tion may bo adopted by our Metrvpoliau Pullee Commls
Bloners JUSTICE.
New- York, February 11, 1660,
————

PUBLIC LANDS,
To fhe Editor of The Tribune.

Sir : 1 have long felt a desive to sy a word
to the readers of Tirn TRINUNE, 08 8 Tepesentative of the
cotgunon people, on the nbuses of the prossnt publie land
systeri. Now that a dlsposition jg evivced, on tho part
of our Legislators, to reform some of those slmscs, wo
“hoar them  gladly,” and will warmly gecond their

offorts, The policy of giving away the public lands was,
an all recolleet, adbpted to enconrage their settlament,
and furtish bomes for the poer of ke over-populous dis-
trivts: Bat the 1ty adiclons, not tn say erimimal, e falition
which has been connectod with this poliey, his defeated
the olfact of the proposed reform. From the Comiuls-
sionier” of the Geperal Land Office down to all lesser
ulliclils we have lenrd 1t fterated and reiterated that
“ the ld} ot deriving revenns from the publie lands is
pbandoned.” Why, gentlemen, was the polley abandened 1
Not  to  discournge  selilement ¥y wildruwing
wilions of acres from arket; nol to build  up
n few colossal fortunes &t the AXPense
of the totling wmilllous; not to fasten opprosaive monopo-
Yies upon the peopls, and then eompel them to pay for ita
helng done, l*,m stel have beer the resnita of the legls-
Intion adopted, 1t 18 now much more difficuit for a poor
man to ol Governimens landa within s day's ride of set-
tloments than it was 25 years ago, tho omigeant baving
wenndly to puss over Inrge lutervoaing traots of the choleer
Iauda, donated, perhaps, years ago, to some railroad or
futernal Improvemnent eompany, which bave nover been
applied to the tljeel ostensibly in tended, nnd never will
pe. 1 could mention aboges of this kipd almos without
end. They have nlmost chased, from thelr fraynevey, to
e subdects of remark, Tu many cases a u\cuwl graut of
Innd Lina been made to n company, to pay It for not ful-
fnliing what it contracted to de for the first. Then there
1a e bwamp Land grant—a froud throughovud. And what
18 heloe done with the agricuiturnl vollese lands . While
somo Biates are endowing colleges 1o good faith, others
are distmibating the fund to this seniinary, that collegn,
nnd the other uormal school, where the conrss of study
benrs the same relation to agrtiliore that a pastora
pocmn doek 1o atoek raising. J. P C
tieonumowoe, Mieh., Jun., 27, 1869,
AL
WARD BEECHER AND TIE “D—D
HOT DAY."

Te (he Edator of The Tribune,

Site: In The Ledger of last week Mr. Beecher
deules, 1 the most woeguivoeal termy, the well-Known
gtory of hils opee beginning » sermon with the expression,
“jvs d—a kot At the sume time, howover, ho mot-
tiots as & enrloos cirenmstanco that two persons of his
sequaintance—Iin one of whom, & member of his own
family, ba has the most implielt contidence—hnve stated
thit tiey heanl Lim at the thue wake use of the abuve
ex prosdlon.

Tha question la certalnly most aingular; nor does 1§
lose in lnterest by the fuct thut one gentlewan of ny
acqunintuncs, n inember and commubnieant of Mr
Boeecher's Chureli, his in ths seost positive mauner
mesiired me thut he himsolt heard Mr. Beecher bepgin one
of bis Aleeourses with the words, * It's 8 d——d hot day.”
Mr, Heceher's cousin nlso—a distingnished Haptist rl’:-r-
£y man, beating the snme name, and formerly residing at
mt.ra!’-mt; Hprlngs—has told wo the same story as u verit
ablo faot,

Now, while Mr. Beeoher's word must of course be
belinved, per eontra it s esqually Linpossible te dlsbeliove
tho statemient of ny friend, who ls a person of ungnes
tiwnable verscity. And yot which Is the most probable:
that & nuber of persons should rememnber what never
linppened, or that & single person should entirely forget
wlint setoally did hnl'-ponl Can 1t bo possiblo that Mr,
Beecher tn & somnambiilist, and sometiines preaclied
while In o srmil-mesmeric stata] Such s theory st all
oveots would solve the wystery, by showiug that both
poctios, like the two travelers who disputed over the
shield, are il Berionsly, however, the (iiestion Ik an
interesting one, and might form the basis of & enrions
prychologienl diseussion, Wirniam L. SroNs.

ew-York, Fob. 10, 1869,
e —
EXPLOSIVE OIIS8
To the Editor of The Tridbune.

Str: The proposal of the Board of Health to
prohibie the sale of olls which will not stand a firo test of
110° ¥., will tall to loasen the dunger of explosions; in-
deed, wiil rather saggravate tho p t evila by reduciog
the price of light olla, sod ineresalvg the incontive to dis-
honest doalers to malx 1t with the higher priced articlo.
Tho most dangerous potrolenm olls to burn o lamps are,
First ; That known as kKerosene, say of 110° fire test, mixed
with naphthns,  Second : Ke of 110, or any other
fire test, which contnlus flxed gases, produced by imper-
feot distiliation, and which fow dl!t!ﬂﬁn thoroughly un-
derstand. Why are the above the most nhm:urnul‘, Ho-
enuse it requires nloss t of at phere, snd of
mare va proportions, bo wix with ita guses (o mnke
an explosion, or canso It to lgnite, What we need In &
Iaw (not to pravent Wi sale of vila less 1han 110° tre foal,
wlilok all laws wonld fail Lo tacoomplish whide waphibs
solls at half the price, and prodoces s handsomer lght
with less oblection), but to cempel all oll dealers, under n
henvy penalty, to uhlbnpmmmwtlly in their place of
business o card setting forth the qualities, properties, in.
futmmability, &e., of all the dilfervub wrndea of petrolenm
or other Juminous oils, aod to sell ench kind for just what
it ie. 1f proper energy wers ahown {n the enforcement of
the law, [t would soon begomie unprofitablo to mnko thess
dangerous mixtures, LiGur,

Iyn, Feb. 1, 1560,
To the Editor of The Iridune,

Sig: Whilo riding last night on car No. 00,
Eigth-ave,, tho keroseno lawp at one end of the oar
emitiod s sudden flash of light and the pusstngera fled
panie-stricken to the other epd of the ear. A sheot of
finme was Aacovered pouring from the topof the Inm
chimney which threatennd damage to lh“n?mr. !lhrg
acipod the lamp and threw It luto the street, when the
sudden fume that bursy forth proved the Nuld to conaist
in lurge part of benaioe or gasoline, 1ad the same scel-
deot veourred o o dwelliog the probabiliues are thab the
inmates wouldl have abandonod the bouse to conflagra-
tlon of fneurred danger to thelr own lives by rash and
ignorant pﬂ’mﬂmﬁl. Prof. Clinndler has warned na of
tha miuu which wo apo exposed by the habis of vil-
lulpous dealers of mixing kerosens oll with benzing wnd

neoline, Lot us huve tho m«tr‘lfmm la\uun thls sub-
ot and then have them suforee B, DIVINE,

New-York, Feb. 10, 1609,

—————

THE NEW BAILORS' HOME.

To the Editor of The Iribune

Sik; By your issno of to-dny I see I am
charged with turning threo men out of my house, and the
roason assigned in one case was that he would not glve
maahonos of 8. Now I will explain to you the reason
why 1 to tris me . For the paet wookk thoss
wen hind trylng to the
" Home,” and w8 no situation that:
would sult them, !
four weaks' board, [
lovgar,
tnte dmnlntu.
in, If men wount go to sen unless they gob B n
und Bapts o s that an‘; Teason wh
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‘was abandoned, One result

Amarican Telegraph Exploring Expodition, traveled

many hundred miles in Alnska for the parpose

of the succass of the Atlantie Cable the enterprise

ever, comes to us fu the shape of » volmme of travels”
written by a young English artist who accompanied
the explorets as a volunfeer, His volume, which'ig

This river is the Mississtppl of Alaska. Mr. Whymniper
calls it “ one of the grandest streams on the North
American Continent.” The general course of the
Yukon is from East to West; ‘;nt having approached
to & distance of less than 100 miles of Norton Sonnd
(nn nrm of Behring's Seal, it takes a southerly sweep
from latituds 65 to latitude 62 dogreds, and then turn-
ing North-West, enters the Sound by means of o ex-
tensive delta. Mr, Whymper made a journey from
Unalachilect, a Tuasian port on the const, inlatitude
64 degreds, overland to the river, The following ac-
count of a portion of our mewly aequired Territory
will, we think, be fonnd entertaining: .

Tho distancs fo that portion of the Ynkon we
were abont to visit iu.“{:y the mouths of the river,
700 milés, but a land rontd to it is nlways em loyed
in Winte h{ the Russans traveling from Norton
sonnd, ﬁy the lutter route the distance from Una-
lachleet is approximately 170 miles.

Although our oxpedition was well fitted out in
the nbsolute essontials of travel, no provision had
been sl with regard to either sledges or dogs, ib
having been very naturally supposed that tha conn-
try itself wis the best source from wheneo to obtain
thess, We found, however, that the dugs wero
neither ‘-lunl..iful nor of & good class, They w{rm
lhardly above the avernga of the sneaking, snar :ﬂ
Indian cirs of Oregon and British Colnmbin, a
it was very difionlt to make them attached to yod,
a proof to my mind that they had as much of the
wolf us the dog in them, I bave always succeeded in
making o good dog my friend, and was mmch eha-

rined at my want of success mmong theso animals,
Ty are very hairy, are of ail colors, iron-gray pre-
dominating, bave wollish fentures and ehort lch.
but theie ammense bushy tails make up for all de-
Goiancies. Tuking theny allin all, they ¢ id good ser-
vics in transporting our goods, sud with them all of
us made nany lengthened journeys. :
On the morning of the 271 October, at 11 o'clock,
we bade adien to onr friends, some of whom persisted
in secompanying us s littla wuy on the frozen sur-
{ace of the Unalnobleet River, whilat Lhe others Lons
ored us with a grand, but rather 3rn-pi‘ul:xr vollay o
blank-cartridgs from revolvers, mnskets, and the
old battered cannon of the Russian post. Our party
comprised e Persous, as follows: Capt Ketchumn
and Liout. Labsxge, hiy right-haod man, Mr. Dall, &
eollector for the Smithsoman Institute, myself, and
Pickett, & wan detailed for ourservice, Mr. Francis,
enginecr of our little stenmer, started with s on an
exonrsion trip, and three Indinos completed our list.
We took four sledges, each drawn by five dogs, and
very will laden with a misccllaneons colloction of
boses, barrels, tools, furs, blankets, and snow-shoes.
Enelt lond ayeraged 350 pounds weight.

A few small nccidents varied the day’s travel, such
as the bone runners of our sledues cracking off, or
the dogs gettiog lonse and making & Lreak for the
woods. . At 4 o'clock in the afternoon we stopped for
rest, riised a good fire of drift-wood on the surface
of the jee, and then cooked our bacon and made
some refreshing tea. We then resamed onr trip by
starlight, hoping to make the Indian village of lgtig-
alik tjlw aune evening. About 6 o'clock we cauie to
o standstill; » great patch of the river was entirely
open, nor mul-? wo seo o way round,  Attempting to
creep round the shelving bhanks our sledges were
half-buried in the soft snow, wud as the night was
very dark, and we did not wish to risk losing our
loadls in the river, we came to the eonclusion that wo
must camp.  We unloaded tho sledges, tied u the
dogs, cleared n s in the snow at the top of the
bank, aud raized o wagniticeut log Lire. We spread
aquantity of fir-brosh on the vonnd, made up our
beds an it, and slept closely packed together, with a
deer-akin robe covering us.
relisd on the next villaga
for a supply of dog-feed. The Russian_post we_had
Just left wis famous for * ukales,” an inferior kind
of salinen dried for this purpose: hut our men win-
tering there would, we knew, require so much of it
that we had deternuned to obtan ours on the route,
Our sledges, too, were otherwise filled to their ut-
most eapacity. The poor dogs passed a hungry
mf'“' howling dismally, We had to place every-

hing eatable ont of their reach, and as theﬁ did not
ubject 1o skin clothing or old boots, an would
readily devonr their own harness, it was & some-
what diffioult task.

2Sth,—1n the morning we found (that four of our
dogs, disgusted acd bungry, had dese {rom our
service, and wo wers sure that they had *made
tracks” for the Russian post. We o an early
start in the brisk cold morning (temp. =6 Fah), and
reached the village witbout any trouble, alter we
Iind poassed round the edge of the open water jnst
mentioned. There, however, the thin ive eracked
ueath the weight of our sledges, and we * kept mov-
ing,” expecting a ducking every moment

On the right bank of the river we found 8 unmber
of Indian Sommer dwellings—simply wooden shan-
tics, bhuilt above gronnd, with a small dovrway, some-
times eireular, and a bole in the roof to let out the
ioke, Dobind them on posts were the fish-houses,
or " cachies,” as before described.

On the 1elt bank wers a fow nndergronnd houses,
intended for Winter nse,  Thess were simply squars
holes in the ground, roofed in, and earthed over.
The entrance of each was always a rude shanty of
Tows or planks, passing into which we found a hole
in the ground, the entrance to a subterranean pass-
pge. Into this we dropped, and erawled on our
hands and knees into the room, * Amilka,” the
owner of ons of these ho put_balf his floor at
onr disposal, and we cleared it of dirt and incom-
brdaunces nud spread oar sking over ik A part of us
stopped there somo days, studying the mannors and
vustoms of the people. Their mauners might pass,
but some of their enstoms were decidedly nasty.
Tetigalik (known by the Rnssians as Nove, or New
Ulnkuk, to distingnish it from a neighboring place
of n similar name) was inbabited by o total
ent tribe from what we had met at Unalachleot, and
eallad the In{mlam pepTlo. Althongh only 25 miles
from the Malemute village, they speak an entirely
diflerent dialect, one—os wo afterward discovered—
nearly allied to the Co-Yukon. Theso people wers
n fine stont race, with fair intelligenceo, and gener-
ally nppeared to be very good humored. Many of
the men were above the average in statnre, and tgei:
general appearance mnch resembled the coast na-
tives. Polygamy exists, but not to any great ex-
tent, and oceasionally s man discharges his wife and
takes another, if the first Br:vu rren, or disap-
pﬂint.l with too many girla, nghtors uro at o dis-
coune.

. '{h{ir Iwut:u at tthlu time d!l\'nm fu(lil of ‘bukt eta for
fish, traps, frames forsnow-shoes, and purts of sledges
in course of manufscture,

The passage-way into those houses was in wet.
mild weather nothing but o sewer. The fire was
built on the tloor in the center of the chamber, and
when it burnt low the embers and sticks were always
thrown out of the smoke-hole in the roof by natives
tuside, pnd it wos then covered with a skin, This
process effectually alint in all the warmth, but with it
a good deal of smoke and carbonio acid The en-
tranee hole was muall‘y covered with a :lur skin,
soil the mixture of closs smells inside the honse,
arising from more or less stale fish, meat, old skin
elathes, young dogs, dirt and stioke, was very sick-
ening. The dogs scrambling and fighting on the
roof above, sometimes tumbled throngh the smoke-
hole on the tire below, npsetting n“ the ecooking
arrangements, and adding & new smell to those
above mentioned—that of singed hair! It need not
he said that they retreated with great alacnity, yelp-
mf and snarling a8 they went,

n place of soap thase peopls use for cleansing pnr-
E\a«n the liguid before mentioned as adopted by the

alemutes. The little children ave plump and wod
tempered, suck s stick of ico na l.tlnnng lg wers bar-
ley stigar, and are totally unacquainted with the use
o pocket handkerchief. They to be
cowardly. If & strapping voungster tumbled down,
and bruised or scratahed himself, the women gath-
ered round, gestionlating, and makmnga great fuss.
If i fow drops of blood ap they hid theireyes
in their hands, as though it were something too ter-
ntg‘a to In hulli.

th men and women smoke; the latter, however,
do w0 only on_occasions.  Many, like the Malemutes,
anil Tehuktehis, swallow the smoke, and their pipe-
bowls only hold n puch of tobacoo, They use
snull, rubbiog up the Russian loaf- in_a kind
of wooden pestls and mortar, This I8 simply & cir-
aular '"”f' roughly cut ont from a knot of wood, and
is held in the left hand, while the right grasps &
stout round stiok, the top of which is weighted with
a stone. They haye swall ov I--R;ped wooden or
bone snufl-box un'z snoff ):m' ered tobacco into
tl:xi‘r&?nmhdtgrgn‘h n nu:' ﬂoodnn L 4

8, an er villages, onr goods lay

nngnarded in our absence; and I eannot recall » sin-
kle case of proved dishonesty among them, althoun
wo found them becoming more greedy in
their demunds for payment. Here we obtained a few
Arctio grouse (ptarmigan) snd dried deor-meat, W
all bocame fml:l' el-llmtmt j e mimmpnli"s
eooks; nor do 1 think an epieu peciglly orn
day"‘;lm 'Ili:g.lt nppetizing elimate, would have
despised onr " Telograph " stows, flavored and thick
ened at ‘right moment, with sult, pepper, aud

flour,

On the 0th we made a start; taking two sled
an Indian mau, and & boy; the latter we nam
“Tommy.”  We “cached” our skin-hoat: it was to
o hronght

large
We hod un[urlmmu:lf'

-

forus ata later period, The Was
lensunt—temperature 28° Fuhr; but the ud:’ Wi
§mn-|md wifl, andall of our party wore maw:b.-.
ftor w Nl use, quite profivient. The
* Travels fa Alsaks 580 on the Yukos Wuiw-ﬂn Loa-

| dbn: Jonw Mairey.

Wi

of |
gurveying o routs for b telégraph line.” On gecbunt |

of the expedition, how- |

profusely 1llustrated with wood cuts, and accom
panied by an excellent map, eontains much new ihe

formation about Alaska,” From its pages we '
an secount of I Kledgs joutney to the Yukon River- |

Y I i ik kb I AHOT-W; - e

Eﬂ;dzlgéh“‘m%’}::?n ﬁ:%ﬁ.‘”é EKSKA. . only secret in woaring them :’ to strive to forget you
possessed by gontlewan of e lina . thieas A .

:Lr:ﬂ:- to ﬁ;r ;mmda:: mlg:’d‘::l ."?'“:'."‘ 1t the plﬂq"' the YWinter of 180607, utid the following

themselves and the Service, It Is nl! tight. o. | Bummer, an ‘uplﬁﬂhh’ purty “‘”’*’"“’*‘“W I

if they we itively * hard up ol

3 wmh‘: ﬁmm at lbn ntarest
A little tobaceo and s few tritles were gven . )
and from them we obtained a light
no more than 15 inches above the
by t.:a for transporting our blaukets aund light pes~
sessluns, )

My first acquaintance with the Yukon, in
witg several of mg' mmpanlon;s was m-d:mﬁ-:g
down the bank nt the rate of *2.407 (to use an
caninm), comfortably seated on my snow-shoes. AS
sich snow-banks it is o very common thing for the
sledge to shoot down faster than the dogs, who t

t entangled in their harness, run over, and
in the snow, They frequently b loose at
times. The driver ofien throws Limself down, and
haminmtouw toactos & drag. la Sileria,
s I learnt from my triends who hiad wintered thers,
it is usual for the driver of a dedg. ‘when riding
on it, to have s pole or stake which Le uses to im=

de ite progress, driving it down wto the suow every
ewW BeCOl

A quarter of an honr's trnvaﬂn]g over this e
of snow brought us to the Ingelete village of Col-
tog. where wa again made s lalt, and stopped in
one of the lar under nd houses we bad
one inhabite ﬂ several families. The owner nl
this dwelling, old *Btareek,” received us well,
produced white ignn and berries. They were
unfortunately short of dog-fed. This is one of the
coustant drawbacks in traveling, and stands muok
in the way of the transportation asntities
of goods.  The dogs, of course, weaken g If with-
ot regular feed, and very naturally about
seeking something to devour. —FProvisions, even
w::en paﬁkcd up in boxes n; Darrels, are not very safa
whers thers are many dogs. vious yeat
thoy managed to burst open a keg ﬂil. and in s
very short time thore was nothing left but o few
seattered staves and hoops; on this trip one
gorged himself on half a and was in conse
quence very unwell. x

Wa uw;rm! over the 12th and 15th at this village
both days u:s very gusty aod ltormg. Old * Star-
eck” harangued his nel hﬂoﬂ by the hour together,
and they brought us a fair amount of ies.
poor old man—probably the *
this distriot—with bis shrive
face, long scattered hair, stubbly chiy,
mouth, wagging aboat in the most nncertain
eccentric manner, was & pitiable object; but we made
his avcient beart rejoice preseuting him with cot-
tou-drill, powder, and balg. Our teams, passing a
repussing, would bave to halt at this viliage
constantly during Winter. In* Btareek's”
several of the Indians ll!%. on shelves or henches
built round the walls, and by this means four or five
families were packed into one room.  When cam
at these places, after g our own meals, we io-
variably filled op the tea-kettle, and ,lnudui round
to each of those natives who had done usany service,
a cup of weak tea with a little broken biscuit float-
iug on the top of it. Bome of them bhave
from the Bussisus a taste for tea, but more
i B A Fets 228 ey, TacelY 9%

ie A om pa
smsuutaﬁhu.mdol"ﬁel o
was much cared for by them, but that they simply
liked it when hot aud sweet.
RO SO L Ry

patch of open water, runnin

rate of thm:‘ talma a::.d bt.ln:" n=u
Wils & FiVer dreary expause
almost made us foryet that we wers on a
joe, The river winds considersbly, and
waus often therefore frem one point
auother, Wo several times crossed from bank to
bank to eut off corners and bends, and, althon
met with some obstructions from masses of
all forms and shapes piled wildly and irregularly
around, traveling was on the whole imm
easier than on the laud poru?. Many clifls abu
on the river, and wisnds of sowber green
studded it in all directions. We made abont 25 miles,
then camped in o new but empty Indian houss,
known by the Russisns as ** Alikoi's barabba.”
temperatures st sunset was 2° Fabr.

On the morning of the 15th wo ryse , and,
after traveling seven miles or so, met -mm
of sledges awmuiud by saveral Russians and la-
dians. They been sent down by the head man,
or * bidarshik " of Nl.thm)1 to transport their o
Winter supphes, and to assist va.  As it was
that some of our men should make the return J-mrney
to Norton Sound, a few days later, thoe Kussiane
turned round, and went back e.;rml us  After aboat
eight miles’ travel we reacbed Nulato, our desti
tion, and made a grand entry with much noisa
g]uu. .ﬂltp!:i ?E:luld lunnmmhhdbchm AH

ands sledges up leading

he station, and a few minotes later we wg
lunching at the * bidarshik's” table on raw salt-tish
and bread. It need not be said that the *samovar®
had been prepared as soon a8 they sighted us in the
distance. The b Lussinn never neglects the
sncred rite of hospitality, sud we pledged cach other
in massive cops of strong tea. Later in the day we
had something stronger.

Nulato is the mest inland, and also most northern
of ull the Russian Fur Compauy’s posts; on
kin's suthority it is in las, 642 4 11“ N, and
157 6%’ 18” W, [of Greenwich), It fs on the n
bank of the Yukon, and is situated on o flats

]

¥

of com iv_ﬂmnlmi. bounded om the southe
west by the Nulato River, o tributary of the !;::
—a sfream one of w wonths is at least

in width,

Oigu yolm“ounnwdm‘rﬂﬂ?
con Open—or s ure wonld allow
to h—tbronplel the ice 31 t.he%ukon, ata db%
o quarter of & mila from the post. The *
sledge” was one of tho institutions of the plaee, sed
l!mrbmulwntahmdognud filled with 40
- nﬁuoddml of broken ice—and bm;:.s’hl for
the supply of the station. It was geue y dragged
by men, and some Indisn women, &8 i¥
wotlld have taken more dogs than the place posscssed
to movae it. '

In November and December I succesded in making
skotches of the fort and neighborbood £t times whea
tho temperaturo was as Jow as 30 dogrees below
Zero, “}t was done, it need not be said, with dificulsy,
and often by installments, Betwoen every live
strokes of the peneil, 1 ran abou reise myself,

r went into our quarters for wurmth. Severul times

ulr.lirmd wy fingers, once {roze My Mzur. m
swolled up nm? to the top of my t:h .
was always afraid that my prominent nasal orgss
wonld bitten.

The effect of intense cold on
Azino was & very interesting ul.ud|y; our
wore 5 mass of rock, and had to be
an ax, onr molnsses formad a thick, black
uo knife we had would eut u slice of ham
bone, till it was well thawed in our warmer
Our preserved m would, with & contwution
those times, have
wauld bave made, as Kane says, exeellont
Krouse or Lares {frow
, W , for &
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preserved for ever,
th

from t!:.o oonpras
tem 22 to 18°

st -clgp f‘ d.y-—uh

December) ! ahir., or %0 degrees
Bt the weather was lovely; no w

full during the whole- d
cold as Jgeh':.'u“-}-’ i":h:: 'ﬁu
- m i

) i
L
maker) agrecd perfectly with s standard >
thi te ied by the Smithsouian ¢
e e o
less knows,, a mercurial ut _is of vo l-r”f
zhle s other thermometers showed 8 much lowes
tn" Aoy to N m-.”dwwd* Ol Shath :Mh-'b“' f
trav o N } .
ature ot‘ > , bk Gliis was nok & rolisble: uspiumeok

nnded fomm, T '

taius of appare wititudg, ——
We : 1aSofka” on the morning of the =

7th, and, findin : wﬂ'm“&ﬂ F
der the circumstabces, we ‘an erestion of po &
and deposited some bags . -1 DRy, hers
once for all, that onr wen often left mu“t‘ﬂ"&'q
of tea, ﬁnu.r. iy n, and klnd. of Iﬂ:-. b ol
cellaneous § ttered’ in this way over the
country, and that they remained untouched by
Indians, who frequently traveled past themw 'a "
would IMglLiIO some faith in one's specics lodldﬂ" i
wamo in Bt Jumess Park! This days travel w0
mlaﬂf troublesome, the snow was dﬂw=

v than befare, some little having recently fallen, "
aad ogy pludm“w] vy perpotually upsetting.” In or-
der to make & for our we frequently wish
t{lﬂ Indiﬂn, m o on Tn m“ﬂ.m m| o,
started forward, thus going over i)
times. At pight, siter Tt b grosod thees,ios
wa come to & | aud very dila Indiag
ghanty, not much better than an open wa b
Ly the huaﬂmu"mmm"{ '
a very wretched place, sod we found it tempors .
ocaa:mo%bym_lw \rlthlz. { ehi -

ent posseas o conld covet, o)
_they appeared hnpp!:fordld‘l'ﬁ:' ot know that
tha’l:wmvthhn;eanﬂmdg’;rmuh iy
the deer honted with » little 9
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